CHEMTRACTS
INORGANIC CHEMISTRY
Guidelines for Expert Analysts

1)
Subject Matter.  ChemTracts – Inorganic Chemistry strives to provide a readily accessible overview of modern inorganic chemistry research and is intended as a means to help scientists not only keep abreast of their own areas but also to become acquainted with related fields. Thus, there are no a priori limitations on what makes a good ChemTracts condensation/commentary.  Analysts are urged to consider any subject that, in their assessment, will be of interest to a significant population of inorganic chemists. 

It is, however, most important that the subject matter (article titles) and journal reference be registered through the managing editor before the condensation/commentary is written.  Only in this way is it possible to ensure that the article to be condensed has not already been covered by another analyst.  To clear an article for condensation, please contact:

Prof. Pradip Mascharak (Managing Editor)


Tel: (408) 459-4251

University of California




Fax: (408) 459-2935

Thimann Labs






E-mail: pradip@chemistry.ucsc.edu
Santa Cruz, CA 95064

Articles that are received without prior approval could lead to duplication and are subject to return to authors.

2)
Content.  ChemTracts has two general types of articles, the Condensation/Commentary (the majority of articles in a given issue) and the Feature Article (1 per issue).  We are in the process of adding new types of articles that we feel will strengthen the journal.  We welcome additional suggestions from any of our expert analysts.  These new article types include:

ADVANCE \d6a) Mini-reviews:  The mini-review option will highlight recent progress or new developments in a particular area during the preceding 12-24 months.  This has been suggested to us by several of the expert analysts as a way to cover a given area without the need for a full review.  Mini-reviews should fall between 10 – 15 typewritten pages.  Authors would get approval to cover an area of their choice, e.g., organometallic C-H bond activation or metal-fullerene chemistry are two possible subjects that could be covered. 

b) Group Highlights: We will solicit (or authors may request to write) a review on a specific area of research by a given research group.  This article would be written by a group, concerning their own research, and is meant to be an update that brings together several recent papers in a particular area and summarizes the group’s work in that area.  

ADVANCE \d6Another option for our contributors is a short ChemTracts-in-Brief, which will consist of two paragraphs (one to summarize the article and one to explain the significance of the article) and a figure or two from the article.  
3)  
Condensation/Commentary.  Condensation/commentaries may (and are encouraged to) cover more than one related paper.  This approach is especially instructive when similar work has come from more than one research group (the work does not have to be done simultaneously to be treated in this manner). In such occasions, the author should focus on how the various approaches compare and perhaps complement each other. We have found that some of the best commentaries result from the contrast/comparison of several journal articles, and we are now strongly encouraging commentaries utilizing 2-4 articles.

Recently published papers are preferred in order to help keep the journal as up-to-date as possible; however, there are no strict limits on the publication date of articles selected for condensation.  Also, it is particularly useful to review articles that appear in specialized and non-US journals.  This broadens our coverage to the greatest extent possible, and increases the international flavor of the journal.

4)
Feature Articles.  ChemTracts provides an opportunity to write in-depth (20 – 40 pages), extensive reviews of major research areas.  Contributors are encouraged to send suggestions for topics for feature articles, as well as potential authors (if not themselves), for consideration.

5)
Authorship.  Expert Analysts are encouraged to have co-authors, for example, research associates or collaborators. It is important that the co-authors provide quality content to the commentary, as judged by the Expert Analyst. Co-authors should provide an opportunity to increase production of commentaries while reducing the work loads of Expert Analysts.

6) Manuscripts. Since ChemTracts is a typeset publication which utilizes camera-ready illustrations, authors must follow these guidelines. Microsoft Word and CambridgeSoft ChemDraw® are the preferred computer programs for the preparation of manuscripts. Authors are encouraged to submit their manuscripts electronically as attachments to e-mail addressed to pradip@chemistry.ucsc.edu. 

Large graphics files can be attached as compressed (“zipped”) files, if necessary. (See guidelines for artwork in Section 7.)  Accepted file formats for text include Microsoft Word (preferred) or WordPerfect.  If hard copy manuscripts are submitted, they must be double-spaced to permit easy proofreading and typesetting, and should be submitted in duplicate to the Managing Editor at the above address. Please include a computer disk containing your article and drawings as separate files.

It is not necessary that manuscripts be configured to resemble the published ChemTracts format.  Authors are requested to organize their condensation/commentaries using the section headings such as “Researchers’ Approach,” “Hypothesis,” “Commentary on the Research,” etc., but it suffices to indicate these sections using section paragraph titles. 

The reference to article(s) being reviewed will be listed at the beginning of each article, and may be referred to by the authors’ names or as “this study,” etc.  Background and other references should be cited by numerical, superscripted footnotes within the paper, and collected at the end.  ChemTracts uses standard ACS-style referencing.  (Please see samples below.)  The title of your condensation may be the same as the title of the original article or a shorter, more descriptive one of your choosing.  In either case, please provide a brief running title (40 characters or less, including spaces) as well.

Sample References

tc \l1 "Sample References

Book – Author’s last name, First name. Book title; Publisher: City, State, Year.


King, Lester. Say It Clearly: A Scientific Writing Guide, 2nd ed.; Little, Brown: Boston, MA, 1991. 


Journal Article – Author’s last name, First name. Journal title, Year, Issue, First page of article.


Bi, X., Broach, J.R. Mol. Cell. Biol. 1997, 17, 1470.

7) Artwork.  ChemTracts – Inorganic Chemistry strongly recommends the inclusion of figures and schemes in order to assist the reader in readily grasping the essence of the commentary, mini-review, etc. The figures/schemes should include your own as well as reproductions from the original article. Our Editorial Office will obtain the necessary copyright permission to reproduce previously published material. 


Diagrams, drawings, tables, or structures that are photocopied directly from the journal article being reviewed do not reproduce well and are not acceptable. Figures copied from a low resolution scanner also do not reproduce well. 

Please contact the Editorial Offices (Ph: 410-494-4994, ext. 282; E-mail: speterson@datatrace.com) if you have any questions regarding manuscript submissions.
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The submissions should include a file containing the text and separate files containing structures, equations, drawings or other images.  Acceptable formats for figures include ChemDraw®, TIFF or JPG.  These programs will provide high resolution files that can be manipulated by our typesetters (for size, sharpness, etc.) without compromising the quality of the images.





Electronic submission of artwork is required. Large graphics files can be compressed (“zipped”), if necessary. Chemical structures created using the structure-drawing program ChemDraw® are highly recommended for ease of production. Drawings, figures, and other images may also be submitted in TIFF or JPG format.  All figures should be supplied as separate files.  Please indicate in the text approximately where each figure should be placed.
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